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some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” 4 But Jesus,
knowing,™ their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5 For which
is easier, to say, “Your sins are forgiven,™ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 6 But that you
may know that the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins."—he then said
to the paralytic—“Rise, take up your bed and go home.” 7. And he rose and went
home. 8 When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had
given such authority to men. . ,

under its seal one of the roots prescribed by Solomon, and then, as the man
smelled it, drew out the demon through his nostrils, and érm.: the man at
_once fell down, adjured the demon never to come back to him, speaking
Solomon’s name and reciting the incantations which he had composed.
Then, wishing to convince the bystanders E..& prove to them .m:un he had
this power, Eleazar placed a cup or a foot-basin full of water a little way off
and commanded the demon, as it went out of the man, to overturn it and

make it known to the spectators that he had left the man.* y -
id: “Is i ARK -
Then Ben Temalion [a demon or a goblin] came to meet them. He said: “Is it

your wish that I accompany you?” Thereupon R. Simeon wept m:@ said:
“The handmaid of my ancestor’s house was found worthy of meeting an
angel three times, and I not even to meet him once. However, let .m:n
miracle be performed, no matter how.” Thereupon he {Ben A‘mero&
advanced and entered into the Emperor's daughter. When R. Simeon
arrived there he called out: “Ben Temalion leave her, Ben Temalion, leave
her”; and as he proclaimed this he left her.’

1 And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was
at home. 2 And many were gathered together, so that there was no longer room for
them, not even about the door; and he was preaching the word to them. 3 And they
came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. 4 And when they could not get
- near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and when they had
made an opening, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic lay. 5 And when
Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “My son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now
some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this
man speak thus? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 And
.immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within them-
selves, said to them, “Why do you question thus in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to
_say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven’; or to say, ‘Rise, take up your pallet and
alk’? 10 But that you may know that the Son of man has authority on earth to
i&: forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic—11 “I say to you, rise, take up your pallet and
.go home.” 12 And he rose, and immediately took up the pallet and went out before
= them all; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw
canything like this!”

32 the whole berd . . . into the sea  Gadera must have been near the Sea of

Galilee. . : . . .
33 the berdsmen, etc. More than likely they were Gentiles, since 1t was

forbidden by law for Jews to raise swine.

Luke 8.27 there met a man, etc. Only Luke and Mark describe the wnnon.m wm
the demoniac, and this description is closely paralleled by the rabbinic
definition of an imbecile: “Our Rabbis taught: ‘Who is considered to be an
imbecile? He who goes out alone at night, and he who spends the night on a
cemetery, and he that tears his garments.’ v

NOTES | Luke §5.17-26
7 On one of those days, as he was teaching, there were Pharisees and teachers of the
:law sitting by, who had come from every town of Galilee and Judea and from
erusalem; and the power of the Lord was with him to heal. 18 And behold, men
were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they sought to bring him in
zand lay him before Jesus;p but finding no way to.bring him in, because of the crowd,
Lthey went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the
midst before Jesus. 20 And when he saw their faith he said, “Man, your sins are
iforgiven you.” 21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, “Who
%is this that speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God only?” 22 When Jesus
perceived their questionings, he answered them, “Why do you question in your
shearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and
alk’? 24 But that you may know that the Son of man has authority on earth to
orgive sins"—he said to the man who was paralyzed—"I say to you, rise, take up
pour bed and go home.” 25 And immediately he rose before them, and took up that
; n which he lay, and went home, glorifying God. 26 And amazement seized them all,
1 And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city. 2 >m.a Um”roEJ nd they glorified God and were filled with awe, saying “We have seen strange things
they brought to him a paralytic, lying on his bed; and when Jesus saw their faith he; today.” , .

said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” 3 And behold,’

1. See SB, 1:490-491. ) .
2. Cf. Josephus. Ant. VIIL.46-47. See also E. Best, The Temptation and the Passion: |

The Markan Soteriology (Cambridge; 1965).
3. En. 16.1, Jub. 10.5-11, Test. Sim. 6, Test. Jud. 2.5.

4. Josephus, Ant. VIIIL.2.5.

5. B. Me'ila 17b. . .
6. M. BQ 7.7; B. ibid. 82b. See also B. Men. 64b; B. Sot. 49b; Josephus, \r:}

X1V.2.2; TJ Ber. 4, 7b (22); B. Ned. 49b. .
7. B. E»um. See also T. Ter. 1.3 (p. 25); T} Ter. 1.1 (40b); TJ Git. 7.1 (48c).

52. The Healing of the Paralytic

MaTtT. 9.1-8

&
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m Other ancient authorities read seeing.
n Some read have been forgiven.

o Some read was present to beal them.

p Greek bim.

COMMENTARY

In this miracle story, the new theme introduced here is the mo_.mzm:mmm.a. sin
by Jesus, adumbrating the essential function of the Christ mmp.:.n. Here in this
miracle story, sin is the cause of illness, which, when forgiven, causes the
illness to disappear.

1 to bis own city  l.e., Capernaum; see Mark 2.1.

lying on bis bed A stretcher, or moﬁmv_m U.ma._ . in i well

2 your sins are forgiven This notion that mﬂmrsmmm is the ,—,.om:: of sin is we
attested to in rabbinic sources. E.g., “R. Hiyya stated: ‘T r.o Wmsm:n is not
healed of his sickness until his sins are forgiven’ "2 “R. Ammi: T'here are no
sufferings without sin.’ ™ The prayer for .mo.nm?m:n.mw (in the Shemoneh m@.&v |
precedes the prayer for healing.* In rabbinic Judaism, man could .monm:\n a
sin, and it was a moral imperative so to ao.irm: nva sin committed émm
against himself, but not for others; for mw_lmin:mmm is from God, throug ,
direct access and not through an intermediary. . o

6 But that you may know that the Son of man bas authority, etc. r ?m verse ;
and v. 8 seem to be contradictory. Is “Son of man” here a Bnmmss_n.ﬁ_m oris
it the Aram. for “human being,” bar nesha? If it means “human being,” then
what is the miracle of Jesus? : )

8 When the crowds saw it Seeing the healing, the crowds were mm._.»a and
glorified God, who had given the power to r.nu_ W 2 human vn.smw msm
perhaps recited the blessing for such an occasion, “Who has apportione
from His wisdom to those who fear Him.™

&

'q Greek reclined.
“.t. Some read James.

NOTES

1. For an example of a portable bed, see M. RH 2.9.

2. B. Ned. 41a. o ;

3. B. mrﬂv. 55a. Cf. Biichler, T'ypes of Jewish Palestinian Piety, pp. 328, 329, 340. Onjg}
the forgiveness of sins, see Abrahams, Studies I, nr.mvm. IX and XX. ]

4. That sin causes sickness, see B. Meg. 17b; Singer, APB, pp. 456-457.

5. B. Ber. 58a.

53. The Call of Levi

MaTtTt. 9.9-13 i
itt he tax office;
9 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Zmﬁrns\.m_ﬂnzm art h
and —..wn mum%no him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 10 And as he sata
tabled in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down witl

' heard it, he said to them,

ollectors and sinners?”
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Jesus and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples,
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard it,
he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13
Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.” For I came not to
call the righteous but sinners.”

Marxk 2.13~17

13 He went out again beside the sea; and all the crowd gathered about him, and he
taught them. 14 And as he passed on, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the
tax office, and he said 1o him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 15 And as
he sat at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were sitting with Jesus
and his &mnmv_.mﬁ for there were many who followed him. 16 And the scribes ofs the
Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to
his disciples, “Why does he eatt with tax collectors and sinners?” 17 And when Jesus
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those
- who are sick; I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Luke 5.27-32

7 After this he went out, and saw a tax collector, named Levi, sitting at the tax office;
nd he said to him, “Follow me.” 28 And he left everything, and rose and followed
im. 29 And Levi made him a great feast in his house and there was a large company
f tax collectors and others sitting at tables with him. 30 And the Pharisecs and their
% scribes murmured agains his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax
31 And Jesus answered them, “Those who are well have no
need of a physician but those who are sick; 32 T have come not to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance.”

COMMENTARY

:9 a man called Masthew In Mark he is called Levi the son of Alphaeus;
#perhaps both were tax collectors.

1 sitting at the tax office
“above p. 109. He was
~officer would sit by ¢

On the tax collector as an undesirable of society, see
most likely in the service of Antipas. “The custom
he landing stage to collect custom dues on exports
rried across the lake to territory outside of Herod’s rule.”

0 as be sat at table 1.e., reclining at table. “It is clear from the reaction of

Pharisees and from rabbinic sources, that one should avoid the company
f the undesirable of society. The reason why the Pharisees did not want to
areak bread with the sinners was not due to pride or to exclusiveness. For the
Pharisees, the table was not merely a place for eating and drinking and





